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For this Materials Critique & Redesign assignment I took into inconsideration my First

Grade Bilingual class. This class consists of English Language Learners. The majority of

students come from Central America and have no prior schooling from their home country. I

chose to critique three children's books that I frequently use as read alouds in my classroom. I

will also create a redesign of these three books which will then best serve my English Language

Learners. Not always is it easy but I try to choose books that embrace the different cultures there

are. This allows students to know that we are a diverse and unique group of people. By reading

culturally related books, I believe it provides students with a safe and comfortable environment.

We want our students to feel welcome and secure due to some of the students' past situations and

experiences these students have endured doing their trajectory to the United States. The

following are the books I have chosen to critique and redesign: A Night Out with Mama by

Quvenzhane Wallis, Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? By Bill Martin and Pete the

Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons by Eric Litwin. These books show diversity and allow

students to see themselves represented in the stories. These books are also colorful, bright and

full of illustrations. When working with English Language Learners we want to provide as many

visuals as possible “visuals are important for ELLs because it reduces their anxiety, increases

their comprehension, and can even help them with decoding”.



A Night Out with Mama by Quvenzhane Wallis and Illustrated by Vanessa Brantley Newton

The first book I chose to critique and redesign is A Night Out With Mama by

Quvenzhane Wallis and Illustrated by Vanessa Brantley Newton. This book is for students in

Grades P- 3, Lexile 520L and a guided reading level book of E which is appropriate for students

of ages four to eight years. With this particular story I teach main idea, characters, setting and

sequence of events. My group of English Language Learners are Spanish speaking and are not

English dominant. The reason I will critique and re-design A Night Out With Mama is to

facilitate learning and reach comprehension.

This story is about a African-American little girl who has a very special night ahead of

her with her mother. A night where she'll get to wear a new dress in the most beautiful shade of

blue with shoes that sparkle and match her dress perfectly. A night where she'll get to ride a

black shiny limousine. A night that will, of course, include ice cream. But most special of all, it

will be a night out with her mama. The content in this book is simple; the illustrations in the

story basically tell the story. The illustrations draw each student's attention to become engaged

and to know what will happen next in the story. That is why visuals with bright and colorful

illustrations make reading fun and engaging for English Language Learners.



I realized with this story that in certain parts of the story students get confused and draw

their own analysis of what will happen next but that is fine because as educators we want

students to predict what will happen no matter if they are right or wrong. This story gives

students the opportunity to activate prior knowledge and bring their own experiences from their

past into drawing conclusions about the story. My English Language Learners often can relate to

many parts of the story like for example becoming very excited to go somewhere such as the

United States as the girl in the story is excited about her upcoming outing. The main idea of this

story is unity of family. In many instances students come from their home land only with mom or

dad and come to reunite with their other parent and then find themselves established with both

parents.

The vocabulary in this story is not complex. Students for the most part are familiar with

some of the words. Many of the words in the story are cognates. “Cognates are words in two

languages that share a similar meaning, spelling, and pronunciation. While English may share

very few cognates with a language like Chinese, 30-40% of all words in English have a related

word in Spanish. For Spanish-speaking ELLs, cognates are an obvious bridge to the English

language” (Colorin Colorado). Some cognates from the book are: mama, special, banana, party,

camera, flower, car, carpet, photos. With the abundant number of cognates in the story it gives

students a better opportunity to comprehend the text. When I read this book I say these words in

Spanish so students can have a closer connection with the story by hearing their home language.

I also use realia such as a camera, flower, banana and photos. Real life objects such as realia

gives my students a chance to improve their understanding and also an opportunity to use all of

their senses to enhance their learning.



In order to better serve the English Language Learners in my classroom, I would redesign

this book by translating into the Spanish language many parts of the story. By having a translated

version of this book my student would reach a higher comprehension level which is always the

overall goal we want students to reach. When students are able to comprehend then students are

able to successfully complete a given activity with minimal assistance. Another thing I would

incorporate into my lesson would be the use of vocabulary words from the book. Vocabulary

would be with definition and pictures so that students can learn a new set of vocabulary.

Below are examples of how I would resign by translationing pages of the book and here you can

also see highlighted cognates.



Example of vocabulary with meaning and picture:



Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? By Bill Martin Jr and Eric Carle

The second children's book I chose to critique and re-design is Brown Bear, Brown Bear,

What Do You See? By Bill Martin. It is a book for students in grades Preschool- K, and

appropriate for ages 1-6, with a Lexile level of AD 200L. This is an all time favorite book that

catches the attention of all readers. This is one of the first books I introduce in my class when the

year starts because most students come into my classroom with no knowledge of their colors. As

stated previously most students in my school district come from Central America with no prior

schooling. Two of the main teaching points I teach with this book is the identification of colors in

Spanish and English and the animals in the book and their sounds. Some learners are able to

identify colors in one language but since my classroom setting is a bilingual one it is important

for students to learn their colors in both languages.

The content for this book is basic and great for English Language Learners

because it teaches basic knowledge. For this particular picture book, I use color cards to teach the

colors and then as an extension I ask students a variety of questions like for example “Think of



something that is the color red” or “What is your favorite color and why?”. Through these types

of questions is where prior knowledge is activated and students start to think about things they

are familiar with that are the colors we are learning about. At the end of the book there is a page

with all the animals. What I do here is put the English and Spanish names of each color. This

particular page serves as a visual. “Visual aids used in the classroom are essential for English

Language Learners. Visual aids provide a different form of explanation, and provide the students

with information that may not have been understood if it was presented to them in written or

spoken form. If a student cannot read or understand English, drawings, videos in their native

language help students immensely in learning the content that is presented to them”

The vocabulary in this picture book is simple and easy for students in the first grade to

understand. Many of the words in the book students are familiar with such as see, teacher,

children and looking. A good example would be “I see a teacher looking at me” students are

familiar with the word teacher as it is heard and used on a daily basis in the classroom. However

when it comes to words that students aren’t familiar with I will provide the name in English and

Spanish and a picture of the item like for example sheep.



If I were to redesign this book I would translate words into the Spanish language

and I would also read the book in the Spanish language so that students can feel a sense of

engagement by repeating what is being read in the story in their native language. Translation

builds a bridge for a better understanding of what is being taught. It allows students to

experience what is being taught in their own native language. This will also provide comfort and

confidence in students because they will no longer feel ashamed of speaking a language they

have not yet established fluently.

Translation of pictures in English and Spanish



Pete the Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons by Eric Litwin

The last picture book I chose to critique and redesign is Pete the Cat and His Four

Groovy Buttons by Eric Litwin. This book is for all ages. This is a book that children love due to

the repetition of words and sentences in the book. Also the story is simple with not a lot of words

on each page which makes it fun even for students to read on their own. Another thing that

students love about this book is the song that goes along with it. By like the third page students

are singing on their own “Did Pete cry? Goodness, no! Buttons come and buttons go” “My

buttons, my buttons, my three groovy buttons. My buttons, my buttons, my three groovy

buttons”.

This book is about a mellow blue cat that is wearing a shirt that has four groovy buttons.

He has a positive attitude towards life that when he loses one button he reacts positively he then

starts to lose one by one of his buttons and finally is left with no buttons on his shirt he sees this

as no big deal and continues with his day. He is so positive that he says it doesn’t matter to lose



all buttons. He still has one which is his bully button. Students of all ages enjoy this book. The

content in this picture book is simple and easy to follow and understand. Most students are

familiar with numbers and counting. The thing that most students need assistance with is the

spelling of each number in English and Spanish. A teaching point I teach from this book is

numbers and how to spell them and also subtraction since on some particular pages you do see a

simple subtract problem. I use an anchor chart to display numbers one through ten and also next

to each number I include the word in Spanish and English. Then for teaching points of

subtraction I use objects such as buttons to practice how to subtract. Each student gets a baggie

of buttons and we first get familiar with subtracting. I then ask questions such as Jose has five

buttons but gives two to Carmen. How many does he have now?

The vocabulary in this book can be simple however there are some words that students

haven’t heard of such as the word “Goodness No” (In Spanish Hay No). In order for students to

know what this word or any unfamiliar word means I provide an example sentence while using

the unfamiliar word. I also explain what the word means in Spanish for a better understanding.

The re-design I would implement for this book would be by adding translations for each

number and translations for the words I believe students aren’t familiar with. By incorporating

these translations it will allow students to make connections to the book by using their native

language. Allowing students to use their native language is crucial; it provides great student

success. When students use their first language it allows them to develop their second language

more efficiently.
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