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I chose to do this materials critique and redesign assignment for my Kindergarten class. My class 

has a large number of English language learners (ELLs) whose first language is Spanish. I will 

critique and redesign three children's books that I have used and plan to use in my classroom this 

year. I will redesign three books in order to differentiate instruction to better  support my ELLs 

and their language development. I will also redesign these books to make them more culturally 

responsive for my students and support their native language. As educators, incorporating culture 

into language teaching is crucial. Learning about different cultures can help us approach 

languages with new insights. We can feel more connected to our students and our students can 

connect with each other. Also, when you are incorporating students’ native language into the 

classroom and your teaching, it provides them with a sense of safety and comfortability. One of 

the most important aspects of teaching is making a safe and comfortable learning environment 

for your students. You want them to feel welcome and a part of your class regardless of their 

cultural background or language. With that being said, the three books I will be critiquing, and 

redesigning are Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin, Jr., I Went Walking 

by Sue Williams, and I Like Myself by Karen Beaumont. The reason I chose the first two books 

is because of the bright visuals along with the repetition and pattern the books follow. Visual 

literacy is a pathway to the world of reading. The reason I chose the third book is because of the 

message it sends to the children and the immense amount of diversity celebrated. 

 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? By Bill Martin Jr and Eric Carl 

The first book I will be analyzing and redesigning is Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You 

See? by Bill Martin, Jr. and Eric Carl. This is a perfect read-aloud for young children in Pre-K or 

K or anywhere from ages 3 to 6 with a Lexile level of AD 200L. This picture book begins with 



an illustration of a large brown bear and the question: "Brown Bear Brown Bear What do you 

see?" On the next page, there's a colorful bird and the answer: "I see a red bird looking at me." 

This pattern continues throughout the story with a different animal that is a different color each 

time. This book has multiple benefits to student learning, especially for ELLs. This book is 

greatly loved for its bright, bold, illustrations of animals. When teaching ELLs, using materials 

with appropriate and strong visuals is a very essential teaching aid. The repetitive structure 

allows students to guess what animal comes next and practice repetition of new sight words like 

I, see, a, and me. The lines are easy to memorize and can help introduce rhyming, sequencing, 

and making predictions. This book helps students practice identifying colors and animal words in 

a very interactive, simple way.  

The content of Brown Bear is simple and basic. It was a very familiar book for all of my 

students, even those who had just come to the United States this year. When finding books to 

read aloud in the beginning of the year to a young group of children and English Language 

Learners, it is essential to use books that are familiar,  do not have a lot of words and are easy to 

follow, otherwise you will lose your students' engagement and interest. This book is the perfect 

combination of a simple, familiar read aloud with plenty of visuals that will keep your students 

entertained and engaged. 

I use this book at the beginning of the year as a way to informally assess my students on 

color recognition. A lot of my students are new to the country and are Spanish speakers. I had to 

find ways to assess what information and basic skills they have obtained from their country or 

not. This was the perfect way to assess color recognition in both English and Spanish by asking 

students throughout the book what color the animals were. This book has many different 

versions with different languages. I was able to read it to the students in both English and 



Spanish and see what colors in English my students were able to recognize. After we read the 

book once, I gave each student a popsicle stick with a different color on it. I would slow down 

the book and if I read the sentence “I see a purple horse looking at me” the student with the color 

purple stick would hold it up. This was a fun, engaging way to assess students' color recognition.  

This is also a great book to teach vocabulary and high frequency words. This book 

introduces basic animals that some students may be familiar with and some that they may not. 

Some ELL students might not be familiar with the animals if they are not a part of where they 

grew up or they were never exposed to them, so this can be a good teaching book and resource to 

learn about different animals like bears, horses, ducks, etc,. This is also where some 

differentiation could come in and redesign. If I had students who were not familiar with the 

animals in the story, I would use animals from their culture and country that I know they are 

familiar with. From personal experience, my ELL students were familiar with all of the animals 

and were so excited to see what animal would be on the next page. This book supports a 

sequential pattern, and can also be a great book to teach sequencing and prediction for students 

as they progress through the school year or are a grade above. This book can also be used as a 

support for learning new sight words like “I, see, A, me”. The repetitive structure of the 

sentences is a great way for students to learn how to read these sight words and become familiar 

with them. As a similar activity to the color recognition, I would also hand out popsicle sticks 

with the different animals from the story to the students. When I would read the sentence with 

their animal, they would hold up the corresponding popsicle stick and act out that animal. The 

students love acting out the animals and were so entertained, while learning and practicing the 

vocabulary!  



The book supports diversity in many different ways. The animals are all different colors 

and at the end on the last page of the book, there is a picture of a class of kids who are all 

different and multicultural! This teaches children that it is okay to be different, and being and 

looking different is what makes our classroom unique. This book is very user-friendly for 

students and parents of English Language Learners. It is simple to read, and follows a pattern on 

every page. A lot of my students do not have support at home from their families because they 

are not able to understand English or read and write in English. This would be a good book to 

introduce to parents to read with their children at home because it is very user friendly. If I were 

to redesign this book, I would have the Spanish and English translation on each page, and then 

when I read it aloud in both languages it is right there for the students to see both translations and 

words. This will help my Spanish speakers relate to the book more and make it easier for the 

teachers to read the page in both English and Spanish at the same time. This could also help my 

students' parents at home read with their children who cannot read or speak English. Another 

modification I would make is to use animals that are culturally appropriate for my students and 

use the right color for the animal. For example, instead of a purple cat, or a blue horse, I would 

use a color that a cat and a horse would actually be, like a white horse or a gray cat. This could 

reduce confusion for those students who are just learning about different animals they may have 

never seen before and not think they can be all different colors. I would make it as realistic at 

first, then allow them to use their imagination. 



  

  

Realistic colors of animals.       English and Spanish translation on the same page. 

 

I Went Walking by Sue Williams 

The second book I will be critiquing and redesigning is I Went Walking by Sue Williams. This is 

another classic and one of my favorites. This book is for young children anywhere from 1-6 



years old in pre-k- 1st and the guided reading level is a C. It is very similar to Brown Bear 

Brown Bear and follows a similar pattern and rhythm. In the story I Went Walking, a young boy 

goes for a walk. On his walk, he wonders what he might see. While the boy is walking, he sees a 

black cat, brown horse, red cow, green duck, pink pig, and yellow dog. The structure of the book 

goes “I went walking. What did you see? I saw a black cat Looking at me.” Like I mentioned, it 

has a very similar pattern and rhythm to Brown Bear, except some words are different and the 

story line is different. The animals and the colors of the animals are also different. I use this as a 

read aloud a couple days after Brown Bear, so the students are familiar with the colors and have 

practiced color recognition and can move on to practicing sequencing, retelling, and making 

predictions. It is also a good way to activate prior knowledge with color recognition and see what 

students retained from practicing the colors in Brown Bear.  

This book seems to be more culturally responsive for English Language Learners as mine 

in particular are very familiar with pigs and cows, and knew exactly where they could find them. 

Many ELLs are familiar with farm animals, which seems to be the theme of this book, and the 

boy goes for a walk along the farm and in nature to find these animals. We read this in October, 

before we went on a field trip to a farm where we got to see a majority of these animals! Students 

were able to make meaningful connections to the outside world with this book, and we talked 

about the animals we saw in the book and at the farm. This book is another very simple, basic, 

easy read. The words are big, and the sentences are short and repetitive, which is great for young 

ELLs and keeps them entertained and interested. The illustrations are bright, clean, and friendly. 

The genre is similar to Brown Bear and resembles poetry and verse. Another reason this book is 

great for ELLs and makes it different from Brown Bear, is there is a hint on each page to guess 

what the next animal will be. This makes the book more user-friendly and engaging for the 



students to guess what animal they are going to see on the next page. They get a glimpse of it on 

the previous page.  

This book is a great way to teach new vocabulary words as well. In Kindergarten, 

students learn about two new high frequency words a week. When I introduce this book, I try to 

correlate the words from the book with the ones they are learning. For example, this book can 

teach and practice “I, went, saw”. You can teach “see” in Brown Bear, and then when students 

are ready, teach “saw”. The words can be easily repeated, even if a student can not sound out a 

word, they can easily memorize the word and decode it from the repetition and pattern. This gets 

students excited about reading. You could also teach new vocabulary words about animals of the 

farm like pigs, cows, ducks, horses, etc. These are more consistent animals you may see on a 

farm and the colors are realistic, unlike Brown Bear.  

This book is a great cultural fit. Like I mentioned before, the animals in this story are 

animals you may see on a farm or in your daily lives in nature. I took the students on a field trip 

prior to reading this book, so all of my students got to experience seeing animals on the farm. A 

lot of my students live close to the school as well, so my students do walk a lot and I encourage 

them to look around them on their walks and point out what they might see. After reading this 

book, I took my students on a nature walk to point out things they saw in nature like leaves, 

squirrels, cats, flowers, etc. and then we made a class book about what we saw on our walk, 

using the pattern and rhyming scheme of the book “I went walking. I saw________”. I was able 

to differentiate instruction for all types of learners. I used sentence starters and translations for 

my Spanish speaking students. I provided a chart of visuals of things we saw on our walk. The 

students chose one thing they saw and drew a picture, and for those who were ready wrote the 

sentence on their own, others used sentence starters and I wrote the word for them. This was a 



great way to practice the repeating pattern from the book and allow students to make text-to-self 

connections between the book and their own experiences on a nature walk and our trip to the 

farm. As this story supports cultural literacy, I would make some modifications to fit the needs of 

my English Learners. I would provide an English and Spanish translation on the pages, and when 

we make our own stories, I will provide the sentence starters in both languages and provide a 

separate visual chart of things the students might find on their walk. 



 

English and Spanish Translation Graphic organizer, visuals, and sentence starter for class book 

 I Like Myself by Karen Beaumont 

The last book I will be critiquing and redesigning is I Like Myself by Karen Beaumont. This 

book is intended for younger students in Pre-k- K, but can be for all ages. This is a fiction book 

about a young african american girl who talks about all of the things she likes about herself on 



the inside and outside. It teaches kids to embrace who they are even if they look, sound, or act 

differently. This book promotes diversity and is very culturally responsive as it is a gentle 

reminder that people of all cultures and colors should celebrate their differences and uniqueness. 

This book contains humor and always makes my kids giggle. This book is great for ELLs 

because of the outstanding illustrations that are colorful, bright, and large. The words are simple, 

and easy to read. They are catchy and have funny rhymes to them. It keeps the students 

entertained in a way you do not lose their attention and interest because of the illustrations and 

simple sentence structures. As we read this story, I have the students repeat the rhyming phrase 

that repeats in the story and read along with me“I like myself, I am glad I am me, there is no one 

else I would rather be!”. This helps English learners with rhyming recognition and speaking 

skills. Having the students engage in a story with you and read with you during certain times can 

promote oracy development among ELLs. “Oral language skills are an essential part of a 

student's language and literacy development. For some English language learners, speaking and 

listening may be much easier than reading and writing” (ColorinColorado, 2019).  

 This book is not as familiar as the other two books. It is new but general to my students. 

This book goes hand in hand with teaching diversity and identity, which is a unit in our Social 

Studies curriculum. English Language Learners can be familiar with this book and learn to love 

themselves and their culture for who they are. They are taught to embrace where they come from 

and their own cultures. After reading this book we sit in a circle and talk about what we love 

about ourselves and where we come from. This is a great way for my students to open up about 

who they are, share where they come from and their cultural background, and get to know each 

other. I usually use this book at the beginning of the year with my students as a way to get to 

know each other and promote a diverse, comfortable, safe learning environment. A follow up 



activity with this story is students create their own self portraits. They are able to create a picture 

of themselves and express who they are through a picture. Students are able to speak about their 

self portrait and speak about any interesting characteristics they added or what makes them 

unique.  

 The vocabulary in this story is not as simple as the other two books. There are friendly 

words in the book like “I like myself”, but there also may be words in the story that students are 

not familiar with like tame, and protruding. There is also a page talking about body parts. Some 

of my English learners may not know the body parts in English, so I would make sure to go over 

them and provide a chart with a face with body parts on it in Spanish and English. I would also 

provide examples and visuals for the words that students may not be familiar with and explain 

what the word means in both English and Spanish for a better understanding.  

 The redesign I would do for this book would be to first add translations for everytime the 

girl in the book says “I like myself”. I would also include a page of the body parts with 

translations for hair, eyes, nose, ears, and mouth with visuals for my students to better 

understand what the character in the story is describing about herself. By including these 

translations it will allow students to make connections to the book by using their native language 

and be able to describe themselves for their self portraits easier. “The child’s first language is 

critical to his or her identity. Maintaining this language helps the child value his or her culture 

and heritage, which contributes to a positive self-concept” (IDRA). Especially talking about 

identity with this book, and teaching students to embrace who they are, how they look, and what 

they may sound like, it is important to let students continue to practice and learn in their first 

language. With the self portrait, I will provide my ELLs with a graphic organizer and visuals of 



all the body parts in Spanish with labels to make it easier for them to understand the body parts 

they need to use for their self portrait. 
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